FOR CONFERENCE FIRST TIMERS

We recommend that you register in advance by completing the forms on our web site at www.wvwriters.org/conference.html.

If you plan to stay overnight, be sure to fill out the separate Cedar Lakes form, as well.  You'll also need to fill it out if you plan to eat meals there, which I recommend, because it's hard to get out and back without missing a workshop or two.  

You don't have to register for the individual workshops in advance.  Just pick them as you go.  Some people find that it's easier to print out the schedule (or use the one given to you at registration, which will be the most accurate) and then highlight two classes each session that you're interested in.  Then, when the time arrives, you can pick between the two.  Some people like to have a "back up class" in case one is overcrowded, or in case you find yourself enjoying a particular track so much that you want to stick with it (poetry vs. non-fiction, for example).  We would recommend that you take at least one class outside of your chosen genre; not just for the broadened experience, but because you might find inspiration or a particular nugget of writing wisdom that you can apply to what you're working on.  For example, if you write fiction, take a poetry workshop or a nonfiction editing workshop, which can help with your craft.

Be sure to dress light but bring a sweater and an umbrella.  It’s an annual tradition that it rains very hard on at least one of the conference days.  The classrooms can also be hot.  And wear shoes that are comfortable for walking, not only for walking to and from the dining hall but for taking strolls around the grounds of Cedar Lakes.

We also hope you're planning to attend the banquet and stick around for entertainment, as we'll have some nice surprises in store!
