
EXT. COURTHOUSE -- DAY

1.1 - THIS STORY MUST START ON A LEFT-HANDED PAGE IN ORDER
FOR THE PAGE TURNS TO WORK.  Wide angle shot of typical WV
courthouse.  Two small figures descend the steps out front. 
It's a blustery wintry day- there's snow on the ground.

BALLOON
How does it feel to own a little
slice of heaven?

TITLE ACROSS BOTTOM OF PANEL:  THE RIGHT PLACE AT THE WRONG
TIME.

1.2 - Closer on the two - a young couple, early thirties -
very Eddie Bauer in dress.

JANNA
I dunno - still feel a little bad.

CLARK
Honey, I know - the baby-faced college-
liberal in me is screaming at the
injustice of profiting from another
person's misfortune.  Foreclosure
sucks.

(new balloon)
But the fact is - if we hadn't bought
it - someone else would have. 

1.3 - They get into their Volvo.

CLARK (CONT'D)
And now we've got the country place
we always dreamed of.

INT. VOLVO -- DAY

1.4 - As they drive along, Clark's cell phone rings.

JANNA
Oh, don't answer it - they'll try
and get you to come into the office.

CLARK
Let them try - this is our day.

(new balloon)
Hello.

1.5 - We never see the other caller - just hear them.  Another
variation of Clark in the car.

CALLER
You Clark Wentin?

CLARK
Yes.  Who's this?



2.

2.1 -  Change angle on Clark - just liven it up.

CALLER
I'm the one you stole from.

CLARK
Excuse me?

CALLER
My name's Rayburn, you bastard. 
That place been in my family near
two hundred years.  What gives you
the right?

CLARK
How did you get this number?

CALLER
Watch your back.

(click)

EXT. COUNTRY ROAD -- DAY

2.2 - It's really snowy out here - Brad - I want you to do
what you do so well - capture the textures of WV.  Their
voices emerge from the car.

BALLOON
Who was it?

BALLOON (CONT'D)
Hang on - I'm calling Bill Evans at
the bank.  He's got some explaining
to do...

2.3 - The car drives further away.

BALLOON (CONT'D)
...we didn't do anything wrong here
and I won't be harassed by some
deadbeat!

EXT. OLD FARM DRIVEWAY -- DAY

2.4 - They pull up in front of a deserted old farm - this is
in the mountains - picture the remote areas of Randolph or
Pocahontas Counties.

BALLOON (O.S.)
(from inside car)

There it is...

2.5 - They look from inside the car.

JANNA
Maybe we should just park here?



3.

CLARK
Don't be a baby.  We bought this
place to have fun -

2.6 - He starts hauling ass up the drive.

BALLOON
And that's what we're gonna do!

3.1 - They arrive at the front of the house.

3.2 - Someone's watching them from an upstairs window.

INT. FARMHOUSE -- DAY

3.3 - The door swings open wide to reveal Janna and Clark -
he holds a picnic basket.

CLARK
Be it ever so humble...

3.4 - From the top of the steps, a clearly voyeuristic view
of the couple walking further into the house - look closely -
there's a hand on the railing.

JANNA
It's bigger than I remembered.

INT. LIVING ROOM -- DAY

3.5 - Clark has a roaring fire going - Janna is spreading
out a picnic blanket and some wine and cheese.

The wine is open and they've clearly already been drinking. 
And you can still see their breath.

JANNA
God, it's still freezing in here.

CLARK
I'll warm you up...

JANNA
You wish...

4.1 - He turns - lifting his wine glass...

CLARK
I'm not kidding.  It's a tradition. 
Remember how we broke in our house.

JANNA
Stop it - I told you I don't like to
talk about that stuff - you embarrass
me.

4.2 -  Close on Clark.



4.

CLARK
You weren't embarrassed when we did
it in the kitchen.  OR the dining
room.  And then there was the garage -

4.3 - She puts a hand to his mouth.

JANNA
I said - shut up.

4.4 - They kiss - deeply.

EXT. FARMHOUSE -- DAY

4.5 - It's cold and snowy out here, folks - but it's getting
warm inside.

In the window we can see the silhouette of the two people
locked in each other's embrace.

INT. LIVING ROOM -- DAY

5.1 - The couple are snuggled beneath a beneath the blanket -
the fire is dying down.

JANNA
You need to stoke the fire.

5.2 - He looks pretty damned satisfied with himself...

CLARK
Fire's already stoked, babe.

5.3 - He rolls over towards her - BACK TO THE DOOR - and
over his shoulder she sees something - her eyes fly open
wide.

JANNA
Clark - there's someone in here -

5.4 - He turns and looks towards the door - we see her over
his shoulder.

CLARK
You're imagining things.

JANNA
I saw someone.

5.5 - He stands up - pulls up his boxers so there's no naughty
bits.

CLARK
That sonuvabitch!

6.1 -  - He grabs an old fireplace poker.



5.

CLARK (CONT'D)
Stay here, Janna.

INT. STAIRCASE -- DAY

6.2 - Clark creeps up the stairs clad in boxers and boots. 
His breath comes out in clouds.

6.3 - As he reaches the stairs and turns something blurs
past one of the doorways in the rear.

CLARK
Alright!  I know you're in here! 
I'm calling the cops.

6.4 - Janna's at the bottom of the stairs.

JANNA
Clark!  Get down here!

CLARK
Just dial 911 - I got this!

6.5 - He creeps down a hallway -

BALLOON
Where's your phone?

CLARK
In my pants!

7.1 - Suddenly a figure blurs towards him -

7.2 - Clark panics and swings the poker.

7.3 - And then suddenly there's the face of a man filling a
frame.

7.4 - Then the same frame - but now blood pours down the
face.

7.5 - Low angle - the guy is dead on the floor - Clark stands
over him - Janna rushes into the background.

JANNA
OhmyGod!

8.1 - The two are clearly in shock.

JANNA (CONT'D)
What was he -

CLARK
Rayburn - the asshole who lost the
house.  He threatened me - I just
never thought he'd follow through.



6.

JANNA
I think he's dead - we've got to
call 9-1-1-

8.2 - Suddenly the phone rings in Janna's hand -

8.3 - Clark takes the phone -

CLARK
Hello -

CALLER
(thru phone)

Hey, Clark, Bill Evans at the bank. 
Got your message and I've called out
to the nursing home.  They're gonna
keep an eye on Mr. Rayburn - he won't
be calling you any more.

8.4 - Clark is confused.

CLARK
I'm sorry?

CALLER
Mr. Rayburn - the previous owner -
he's a patient at Sunnyview.  Lost
his legs in a car accident a few
years ago - no insurance - you get
the idea.  The medical debt's what
drove him to foreclosure.

8.5 - Clark and Janna look at something:

9.1 - Their POV: They look past the guy - there's a room
someone has clearly been squatting in - there's a sleeping
back - cans of food - and hypodermic needles.

CALLER (CONT'D)
(new balloon)

Anyway, he's understandably upset
but that doesn't give him the right
to harass you.  And on behalf of the
bank, I want to apologize.

9.2 - Last panel - Clark looks horrified at the poor bastard
lying on the ground in front of him.

From the phone we hear the banker: "Clark - are you still
there?"

EXT. FARMHOUSE -- EVENING

9.3 - The snow continues to fall - from inside the house we
hear the banker continuing to talk - I want the sense of
extreme isolation.



7.

BALLOON
I think I've lost you...
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